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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is a Second Office Action Non-Final rejection on tine merits. 
Claims 5, 8-9, 13, 15-16, 18, and 21 - 29 and the remarks have been fully considered 
below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 10 - 17 and 21 - 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Crawshaw (2001/0042032). 

As per claim 1, Crawshaw discloses a system for capturing cost information 
over a network ([0068]; enables a user to create proposals and cost estimates, including 
budget for flat fees, hourly fees, expenses and other costs, and to transmit proposals 
electronically and instantly track the status of each proposal via the web site) and for 
processing the information into a project accounting system ([0006]; the present 
invention is directed to a system for capturing, processing, tracking and reporting time 
and expense data), the system comprising: 

a project accounting system ([Abstract]; a system that accepts and stores raw 
time and expense data for a plurality of businesses) adapted to store time and expense 
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data associated with a project ([Abstract]; the inventive system automatically converts 
the raw time and expense data by considering any client or project-specific billing 
requirements and by applying such specific requirements to the raw time and/or 
expense data in generating an invoice); 

a user interface provided as a form accessible over a network by a user via a 
browser, the form comprising fields for data entry by the user ([0050] An interface object 
136 may encapsulate thefunctionality of forms, lists, navigation tabs, fonts, colors, etc., 
so as to provide a consistent graphical user interface at the user's computer 80) ([0009] 
Users access the server and the functionality of the present invention via the Internet 
using a commercially available Internet browser software program) and a button for 
electronic submission of the form ([0076] Once a user has selected one of the available 
functionality (e.g., by clicking-on the desired option with a mouse or other cursor-control 
device), the web server 50 and application server 30 process the user's selection, 
invoke the necessary application programs of the special purpose software 60. The act 
of clicking-on the desired option is construed as including a button), and embedded 
calls in the form (0042] discusses embedded calls in a form); and 

a services application program interface (API) adapted to invoke transactions 
with the project accounting system for processing data contained within the submitted 
form, wherein the embedded calls in the form comprise calls to the services API that are 
invoked by the form when the form is submitted by the user, and wherein the calls to the 
services API invoked by the form instantiate business rules for processing data 
contained in the submitted form into the project accounting system ([0017] The server 
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also includes an application programmer interface (API) that specifies the protocol, 
format, etc., for time, expense and invoicing data packets imported into the server from 
another software application). 

Crawshaw disclsoes the claimed invention except for automatically invoking by 
the form when the form is submitted by the user. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the invoking 
by the form when the form is submitted by the user automatic, since it has been held 
that broadly providing a mechanical or automatic means to replace manual activity 
which has accomplished the same result involves only routine skill in the art. 

In re Venner, 120 USPQ 192. 

As per claim 2, Crawshaw further discloses, comprising: 

a server adapted to host the forms and to serve the forms to users ([0008]The 
system generally comprises a server computer that is connected to the Internet and that 
has a processor operable with general and special purpose software, which is 
construed as including forms, stored on a data storage device of the server) according 
to business rules written in managed code ([0050] Business objects 170, which 
encapsulate any predefined business rules (that may be globally specified or specified 
per account) and relationships between and among clients, projects, etc., may also be 
included in an interface object 136). 
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As per claim 4, Crawshaw discloses, wlierein tine form is a web-based form tliat 
conaines embedded calls to the services API ([0017]; In the API, a unique set of XML 
commands and data structures is defined to facilitate the transfer of information. The 
API enables seamless and real -time exchange of time, expense and invoicing data 
between the data server (database) and other web-based or platform specific software 
applications. The software applications are construed as including forms). 

As per claim 6, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the services API is called using 
.NET Web services ([0013] The general purpose software on the server provides the 
functionality that enables general operation of the server such as, for example, 
connection to and communication with the Internet, data storage and retrieval from the 
data storage device, general operational and administrative functions, etc. The special 
purpose software provides the functionality that enables the server (i.e., the web server, 
application server, and data server) to communicate and interact in accordance with the 
present invention. For example, the special purpose software may comprise a plurality 
of web-native application programs for creating and administering accounts, permitting 
users to enter time and expense data, and storing and retrieving any such data, and for 
generating invoices by converting entered time and expense data, and for automatically 
or manually sending an invoice to a client, creating proposals and projects, and other 
functionality. The special purpose software is construed as using .NET Web services). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/801 ,1 98 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3687 

As per claim 7, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the services API is called using 
remoting ([0017] Users may access the API via the web server and application server, 
and data communicated to the server from another web-based or platform specific 
application program is via a socket connection between a remote computer and the web 
server). 

As per claim 10, Crawshaw discloses, a method of capturing time and expense 
data into an accounting database via forms (abstract; The inventive system 
automatically converts the raw time and expense data by considering any client or 
project-specific billing requirements and by applying such specific requirements to the 
raw time and/or expense data in generating an invoice), the method comprising: 

hosting a plurality of forms on a server, each form being accessible to a user 
over a network via a browser ([0009] The browser also renders HTML/Javascript web 
pages, forms, etc. on the user's computer received from the application server via the 
web server) and each form comprising: 

data fields for user data entry ([0055] data entry links 420 (also 220, 320, 520, 
and 720), which permits a properly authorized user to enter new data); 

an object for submitting the form when completed by the user ([0082] The off-line 
version of time sheets functionality enables a user time data in a manner similar to that 
provided via the web site, but that functionality is limited to data entry. Data entered 
using the off-line time sheets functionality can only be submitted for approval, and 
approved via the web site); and 
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embedded server controls for invoke business rules upon submission by the 
user, the business rules being written in managed code ([0039]; Once the user's 
computer 80 is connected to the web server 50 in that manner, the application server 30 
passes hypertext mark-up language (HTML) and/or Javascript code to the user's 
browser through the web server 50 to facilitate the display of desired web pages at the 
user's computer 80. As the user navigates the web site, which is construed as 
navigating using server controls, different web pages may be displayed on the user's 
computer 80. The Javascript code is construed as the managed code); and 

providing a requested form of the plurality of forms to the user over the network 
for display within a window of the browser (figs. 1 and 7 depict providing a requested 
form over the network for display within a window); 

receiving user data in the data fields of the requested form, invoking the object 
associated with the requested form to submit the requested form upon completion of the 
requested form, and in response, utilizing the server controls embedded in the 
submitted form to invoke the business rules ([0015]; provide a system for capturing, 
processing, tracking and reporting internal time and expense data, and for invoicing 
clients using external time and expense data that is derived from the internal time and 
expense data. As used herein, the term "internal", when used to refer to time and 
expense data, refers to raw data entered by a user that reflects the actual time spent 
and expenses incurred in providing a particular service or in completing a particular 
project, without consideration of any write-offs, discounts, or other accommodations 
sometimes provided to clients. As used herein, the term "external", when used to refer 
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to time and expense data, refers to time and expense data derived from internal time 
and expense data; "derived from" generally referring herein to manipulation, 
modification, etc., of the internal data by the server and special purpose software to 
produce external data).; and 

processing the user data contained in the submitted form ([0046] The web-native 
special purpose software, together with the server and a server processor (i.e., web 
server/processor, application server/processor and data server/processor) that is 
operable with the general and special purpose software, provide a system for capturing, 
processing, tracking and reporting internal time and expense data, and for reporting 
time and expense date (e.g., by invoicing clients) using external time and expense data 
that is derived from the internal time and expense data.) with a services API according 
to the invoked business rules ([0050] An interface object 136 may encapsulate the 
functionality of forms, lists, navigation tabs, fonts, colors, etc., so as to provide a 
consistent graphical user interface at the user's computer 80. Business objects 170, 
which encapsulate any predefined business rules (that may be globally specified or 
specified per account) and relationships between and among clients, projects, etc., may 
also be included in an interface object 136) wherein processing comprises; 

interacting with the accounting database according to the user data contained in 
the submitted form and the invoked business rules, wherein the services API associates 
the user data contained in the submitted form to entities in the accounting database 
([0017]The API enables seamless and real -time exchange of time, expense and 
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invoicing data wliicli is construed as data submitted in the forms, between the data 
server (database) which is construed as the accounting database and other web-based 
or platform specific software applications); and 

querying the accounting database according to the user data based on the 
invoked business rules to return a value for display in a form within a window of the 
browser ([0011] The application server receives data from the user's computer and the 
data server, and may validate or perform other internal operations on that data. The 
step of validating or performing other internal operations is construed as including 
querying and fig. 7A depicts displaying in a window). 

As per claim 11, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the managed code is written to a 
common language runtime environment ([0035]; Once the user's computer 80 is 
connected to the web server 50 in that manner, the application server 30 passes 
hypertext mark-up language (HTML) and/or Javascript code to the user's browser 
through the web server 50. Java is understood as including a common language 
runtime environment). 

As per claim 12, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the step of hosting comprises: 

storing a plurality of web forms on a web server wherein at least one of the 
plurality of web forms is a timesheet form (abstract; The inventive system maintains the 
internal (raw) data, the external (invoiced) data, and other parameters associated with 
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those data in a plurality of relational databases, and coordinates that data between and 
among a plurality of functionality including time bills, expense reports, time sheets, 
proposals, and project tracking functionality); and 

providing at least one of the plurality of forms to the user over the network for 
display within a window of the Internet browser ([0066] In response to that action by the 
second user, an Internet browser window is opened on the second user's computer, a 
connection to the web site established, and the second user logs on to his/her account 
on the web site and is automatically shown the time sheets submitted by the first user). 

As per claim 14, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the step of interacting comprises: 
storing data in the accounting database ([0010] stores and indexes both internal and 
external time and expense data, and account data in one or more relational databases 
provided on one or a plurality of rapid access data storage units). 

As per claim 17, Crawshaw discloses, a system for capturing time and expense 
information over a network and for processing the information into an accounting 
system ([abstract]; a system that accepts and stores raw time and expense data for a 
plurality of businesses-each business defining a separate account that is accessible 
and usable by authorized users for the particular business) ([0002] The present 
invention is directed to a system for capturing, processing, tracking and reporting time 
and expense data), the system comprising: 
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an accounting system adapted to store time and expense information ([Abstract]; 
A system that accepts and stores raw time and expense data for a plurality of 
businesses) ([Abstract]; The inventive system automatically converts the raw time and 
expense data by considering any client or project-specific billing requirements and by 
applying such specific requirements to the raw time and/or expense data in generating 
an invoice); 

a plurality of web part forms adapted for user input over a network via a 
browser ([0012]; Once a user has connected to the web site and logged on, a web page 
is displayed on the user's computer by the browser. At the web page, the user may 
make various selections depending upon the particular functionality desired (e.g., enter 
time, expenses, administer account, generate invoice, etc.). Each selection (i.e., each 
mouse click) is processed by the web server and passed on to the application server 
which invokes or executes one or more software programs that, individually or 
collectively provide the functionality required by the user's selection); and 

a services application program interface (API) for implementing and sequencing 
business rules written in managed code to process the user input into the accounting 
system, wherein each of the web part forms contain embedded calls to the services API 
that are invoked upon submission of the web part form to invoke transactions with the 
accounting system to process the user input into the accounting system, and wherein 
the transactions with the accounting system invoked by the embedded calls contained 
in the web part forms comprise initiating an approval process for the submitted web part 
form and associating the user data contained in the submitted form with entities in the 
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accounting system ([0050] An interface object 136 may encapsulate the functionality of 
forms, lists, navigation tabs, fonts, colors, etc., so as to provide a consistent graphical 
user interface at the user's computer 80. Business objects 170, which encapsulate any 
predefined business rules (that may be globally specified or specified per account) and 
relationships between and among clients, projects, etc., may also be included in an 
interface object 136) ([0039]; the application server 30 passes hypertext mark-up 
language (HTML) and/or Javascript code to the user's browser through the web server 
50 to facilitate the display of desired web pages at the user's computer 80); and 

a server adapted to host the plurality of web part forms containing embedded 
calls to the services API and to serve the web part forms containing embedded calls to 
the services API to users on request (fig. 2 depicts a server). 

As per claim 21, Crawshaw discloses wherein the form is a web part form that 
includes embedded server controls ([0042] discloses embedded server controls). 

As per claim 22, Crawshaw discloses, wherein the business rules invoked by 
the embedded calls define a workflow process including at least an approval process for 
approving the data contained within the submitted form ([0047]; discusses approving 
data contained in the submitted form). 
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As per claim 23, Crawshaw discloses wherein tlie web part forms contain 
embedded server controls for calling the services API ([0042] discloses embedded 
server controls). 

As per claim 24, Crawshaw discloses wherein the calls contained in the web 
part forms comprise embedded calls to the services API using remoting ([0042] 
discloses embedded calls). 

As per claim 25, Crawshaw discloses wherein the calls contained in the web 
part forms comprise embedded calls to the services API using Web services ([0042] 
discloses embedded calls). 

As per claim 26, wherein at least one of the plurality of web part forms 
represents a timesheet form, and wherein the embedded calls contained in the 
timesheet form are invoked by the timesheet form upon submission of the timesheet 
form by the user to provide the timesheet form to the approval process (0042] discusses 
embedded calls in a form and the [0043] discusses approval of the form). 

As per claim 27, wherein the transactions invoked by the embedded calls 
contained in the timesheet form implement the business rules to provide the timesheet 
form to an administrator for authorization of the user data contained in the timesheet 
form and at least one of deletion of the timesheet form, modification of the timesheet 
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form, and return of the timesheet form to the user ([0054] discusses authorization by an 
administrator). 

As per claim 28, wherein the embedded calls to the services API invoked by the 

form define transactions with the project accounting system including querying the 
project accounting system based on the instantiated business rules to return a value for 
display in the user interface ([001 1] discusses conversion of data based on business 
rules which is understood as instantiated). 

As per claim 29, wherein the form comprises a timesheet form and the 
embedded calls in the timesheet form instantiate an approval process for approving the 
timesheet form and storing data from the timesheet form to the project accounting 
system ([0064] discusses an automatic submission for approval). 

5. Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Crawshaw (2001/0042032) in view of Lesk (7249073). 

As per claim 3, Crawshaw discloses the claimed invention, however fails to 
explicitly disclose, wherein the server is an active server page server and wherein the 
forms are active server page forms. 

Lesk teaches methods and apparatus for a personal financial service provider 
with the feature of wherein the server is an active server page server and wherein the 
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forms are active server page forms (col. 5, lines 45 - 49; Those skilled in the art, 
however, will realize that the web page itself may include various other client-side 
and/or server-side elements such as Java applets. Javascript, Active Server Pages 
(ASP), multimedia components, and the like). 

From this teaching of Lesk, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Crawshaw to include 
the active server pages of Lesk in order to facilitate the processing of information. 



"Adapted to" Language 

6. The subject matter of a properly construed claim is defined by the terms 
that limit its scope. It is this subject matter that must be examined. As a general matter, 
the grammar and intended meaning of terms used in a claim will dictate whether the 
language limits the claim scope. Language that suggests or makes optional but does 
not require steps to be performed or does not limit a claim to a particular structure does 
not limit the scope of a claim or claim limitation. The following are examples of language 
that may raise a question as to the limiting effect of the language in a claim: 

(A) statements of intended use or field of use, 

(B) "adapted to" or "adapted for" clauses, 

(C) "wherein" clauses, or 

(D) "whereby" clauses. 
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This list of examples is not intended to be exhaustive. See MPEP § 2106 II C. See also 
MPEP§ 2111.04. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 - 25 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to OLUSEYE IWARERE whose telephone number is 
(571)270-51 12. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew S. Gart can be reached on (571)272-3955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Matthew S Gart/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3687 
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